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NATIONAL MALL COALITION

Advancing the Legacy of the National Mall
Through Public Policy and Innovative Ideas

NATIONALY =
BOOK FESTIVAL

Photo courtesy Carol Highsmith



NEED: an updated visionary plan for the

215t century that advances the legacy of the
'Enfant and McMillan plans that are the basis
for this landscape symbol of the United States
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National Coalition to Save Our Mall 2014

N E E D: Comprehensive plans and policies that

1 rise above current jurisdiction-based, piecemeal
planning to address the larger, long-range needs of all
Americans — and the entire Mall as a unified whole

Architect of the Capitol
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NEED: Innovative solutions to serious
public use and environmental challenges —

such as stormwater flooding -- to improve
Mall resilience for the long term




Our vision?

A new visionary plan for the Mall
in its 3@ century



How to get there?

1. Advancing the Legacy . . .

The Mall cannot be “complete” any more than
American history is finished. It can grow again
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Shoreline of the

._(.‘/‘ Potomac River in 1791
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\ 1791 L’Enfant Plan “1st Century Mall”
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The 15t Century Mall established
| the Mall as a landscape symbol of
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.| Landfill dredged from ‘
the Potomac River in
| thelate 19t century
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| The 39 Century Mall can expand again to
open up the Potomac and Anacostia
waterfront to cultural and civic uses as well




2. ... through (unified and transparent) public policy



National.Park Service
National Mall & Memorial Parks

Architect of the Capitol
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Kennedy Center Expansion Smithsonian South Mall Plan

Replacing jurisdiction-based, fragmented management and piecemeal
development with a unifying planning and management entity — such as the
McMillan Commission or New York’s Central Park Conservancy — to plan and
implement a new visionary plan that serves the larger public need.



Comments on the National Capital Planning Commission’s
Federal Interest Report and Findings
fax the Joint Height Master Plan for Washington, DC

by the
National Coalition to Save Our Mall

October 28,2013

The National Coalition to Save Our Mall welcomes this opportunity to comment oa the “Federal
Interest Report and Findings" prepared by the National Capital Planning Commission. In short,
we are concerned that the report while beginning a useful inquiry falls short in analyzing and
considering the impacts of relaxing the height limits that have preserved the character of the
nation"s Capital for several generations.

The Coalition is a 13- year old, non-profit citizens” organization working to safeguard and
enhance the National Mall as a symbol of America’s founding ideas and the stage for our
evolving Democracy.

In particular, the Coalition has a significant concern about changes to height limits that
would damage the character of the National Mall and other capital historic landmarks,

parks and open spaces, major avenues, and other special places that form an essential part
of the Capital city.

The Height Act together with the historic L'Enfant and McMillan Plans for Washington, D.C.
aro a primary reason the planning of the Nation's Capital has been so successful. Congress,
: NCPC yeith. ility RLaBIRE e L .

bistoricplans. Congress reinforced its protections of the historic plans in 1986 with the
Commemorative Works Act the parpose of which is “to preserve the integrity of the
comprehensive design of the L'Enfant and McMillan plans for the Nation's Capital.™ The
importance of the Height Act in protecting our Capital’s planning heritage was not fully
understood until Washington developed as an urban center, particularly afier the Second World
War. Today, taken together, the Height Act and the two historic plans make us what we are. It
is NCPC's responsibility, indeed, obligation, to protect this beritage.

But the Report and Findings on the Height Act prepared by NCPC fails to take the strong,
unoquivocal position called for from the federal government's planning agency that is charged
with protecting federal interests. The findings repeatedly say raising height limits “may" have an
impact when there can be little doubt that taller buildings “will” adversely impact views from the
Mall and other federal interest. We believe this position needs to be strengthened.

In the paragraphs bolow we provide detailed comments on the report and identify instances
where this weak language occurs. NCPC, in our view, should take a fully positive position about
the importance of the Height Act to preserve the quality of our city in the years to come.

Al General Comments

Advocating protection of the L'Enfant Plan in the face of projects that threaten
that legacy — for example, the location of the World War [l Memorial that
required destruction of part of the Lincoln Reflecting Pool, changes to the
Height Act that would allow tall buildings to alter Washington'’s distinctive open
urban character, and the Eisenhower Memorial that would close off a central
portion of Maryland Avenue.
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Promoting and supporting policies that advance the Mall’s important function as
'Stage for America’s Democracy” for cultural, recreational, and First Amendment
events such as the National Book Festival
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3. ... and innovative ideas



NATIONAL

Ideas Competition

Washington Monument Grounds

Shape history with
creative ideas.

open o ages 12
and up

register
online by october 31,2010

information

www.wamocompetition.org

National [deas Competition for the Washington Monument Grounds — open to all



FLOOD WATER
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National Mall Underground flood reservoir/parking garage and public exhibition
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The two-mile-long Mall can feel
desert-like for pedestrians

Other possibilities to enhance the Mall include telling more of the American story
with temporary exhibits such as statues, adding to the tree canopy to provide more
shade, including more water features and fountains as intended in the L'Enfant and
McMillan Plans, and establishing an entity to program the open space with exciting
festivals and activities that celebrate what it means to be an American




We welcome your comments and participation in working
with us to create an exciting and inspiring 3@ Century Mall

© copyright 2016 National Mall Coalition
www.nationalmallcoalition.org



