National Mall

Stage For Our Democracy

EXHIBIT
AT
WASHINGTON DC’S REAGAN NATIONAL
AIRPORT ACROSS FROM BAGGAGE CLAIM 4,
TERMINAL B

JANUARY 10 - FEBRUARY 28, 2017

The exhibit is organized around three themes, each
consisting of two or three panels:

< Past: Our National Heritage

<> Present: Your Mall

<> Future: Vision For The Future
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OUR NATIONAL HERITAGE
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These three panels tell the story of the creation and design of
the National Mall.

See enlargements below.
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DEsiGNING THE MALL
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“The positions for the different Grand Edifices, and 8 pominiriiar e s S e
for the several Grand Squares or Areas of different L and :

nd at the confluence

shapes as they are laid down were first determined on of the |*l..mni.«l,...d n\.‘ Anacostia
the most advantageous ground, commanding the most | Coneeprual c )
: *Enfant.

extensive prospects” — Peter Charles L’Enfant

Peter Charles L’Enfant surveyed the
rolling hills for adv

for public buildings

Capitol

Whiite

House

e—Tiber Creek

Lincoln Jeh

Memorial Memorial

Because the banks of the
Potomac have been so altered over
two centuries, portions of the Mall
are prone to flooding from the old
I'iber Creck (now covered over by
land near Constitution Avenue)
and the Potomac and Anacostia
Rivers, a: ywn in this satellite
view of modern Washington
superimposed on Andrew Ellicott’s

1793 topographical map.

MallCoalition
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1sT CENTURY: 1791 I’ ENFANT PrAN

T'he 1791 L’Enfant Plan, which

i

Wy ; established the design principles for

the layout of the nation’s capital,
Washington’s “Planning Constitution.”
The centerpicce of the capital and the
nation was to be the Mall cross axis: the
intersection of the Capitol (“Cor
House”) axis and White House
(President’s House) axis, punctuated at
point ¢ y an “cquestrian figure of

George Washington,”

WASHINGTON’S “PLANNING CONSTITUTION”

L’Enfant wrote, in the
“References” on the plan (blue
stars), that he envisioned the
en public space connecting
mbols of Amernican
government and history to
include »ublic walk” (G), a
and Cascade formed of the
water from the sources of the
Tiber” (F) and cl wcled into
canals running westward to the
P nac River and s
to the Anacostia River,
Avenue ...bordered with garde
(H), and President’s Park (I).

L’Enfant envisioned radiating out
from the iconic public buildings,

“devised

broad diagonal avenucs
to connect the most distant
objects [throughout the city] with
the principal” and, ir
intersections, squares to hold
“Statues, Columns, Obelis

setuate...the memory of such

fountains intended with a

constant spout of wate

The visionary

THE PLANNING CONSTITUTION IGNORED




HERITAGE

2ND CENTURY: 1901 McMiLLAN PrLAN

“Indeed the more the Commission studied the first plans of the
Federal City, the more they became convinced that the greatest
mﬁqywuldpmwmddbedomb‘ymmgwa

mpkandmagbﬁnaarix/ymmmldertbednvmouof ]
Washington and Jefferson.” - he lmprovement of the Park System of te District |t —

of Columbia. Report of the Senate Committee on the District of Columbia, 1902. created in the 1880 from the U, Army Corps
of Engincers’ dredging the Potomac River.

In 1901, Senator James
McMillan of Michigan created
the independent McMillan
Commission composed of
leadir ts of the day.
I'he Commission prc

restore, reinforce, and expand

L’Enfant’s symbolic cross axis

The McMillan mhum%mwmumuMMuhmmmm
mdu«ﬁ.’ﬂeummmﬂmww IBird"seeye view of the McMillan Plan by Francis L. V. Hoppen, 1902 I'he Plan extended the Mall one

mile west of the Washi

Monument, over landfill,

Lincoln Memorial and souths

to what became the Jefferson

Memorial. To meet the needs

of the growing nation, the Plan

created complexes of public

buildings around the Capitol and

White House, and between them
s Pennsylvania Avenue, now

al Triangle.

McMillan Commission
reinvented L’Enfs rand
Avenue” as a majestic democratic
park lined with rows of elms and
white neoclassical museums.

I'he Washington Monument, now

the centerpicce of the expanded

cross axis, was to be the “gem
of the Mall system,” a veritable
oasis of shaded pathways and

ater elements.

As can be seen in this aerial
view at left, the Washington
Monument was built off the
intended cross axis. Today
that spot is marked by the
little-known Jefferson Pier
(circled), a simple granite
block cut off from
pedestrian pathways by new
security walls. The elaborate

Washington Monument

Garden was never built.
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These two panels tell the story of the National Mall today as a

Stage for Our Democracy.

See enlargements below.
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We Americans Have

March 4, 1905: Second Presidential Inauguration of Theodore Roosevelt August 28, 1963: March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom
Courtery of Library of Congress Corresy of Library of Comgrens
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These three panels show one vision for the future of
the National Mall.

See enlargements below.



A VISION

3rD CENTURY: GROW THE MALL!

“The National Mall Coalition proposes a 3rd Century
Mall. By expanding the Mall we will rededicate our Plan Mat oy
capital to L’Enfant’s vision and the McMillan legacy. o0t MeNiman Mall e e

We can reintegrate the monumental core into the ; in to incorporate
vibrant living city and provide a larger slate on which 28 R

lands on both sides

to tell the ongoing American story.” of the Potomac and
fit citizens

3ed Century Mall
- T%e Norionil Mall Coatition is & womprof S Anacostia Rivers
dedicated to visi lanning in the 3rd century to ensure the Mall
S Sy

' F
its foundational role in cy

EXPAND TO TELL THE ONGOING AMERICAN STORY

A Plan for a 21st
ational Mall

the L'Enfant & \"% . 7 4 v o g 3 ; Like other capitals
Mchiilea Plane 3 London, Paris, Romc
Washington was built on
rivers and waterways that
offer exciting opportunitics
for modern development to
create lively urban spaces.
Creating new destinations
for museums, memorials,
and | activities and
amenitics on hundreds

of acres of underutilized
federal land along the
waterfront will cos

District of Columbia
cfforts and create a unified,

bustling waterfront.

ReEcONNECT WASHINGTON

Popular public events such as
the Folklife Festival and the Solar
Decathlon can be relocated to
prominent and welcoming new
locations. These new destinations
will draw visitors into the
neighboring community and
contribute to the economic vitality

of the city and the larger region.

An open-air coliscum would become a major venue for cultural, and
spectacles, and showcase our country’s common history, goals, and aspirations.

MallCoalition.org



FOR THE

AMERIC/




FUTURE

RESTORE THE ECOLOGICAL BALANCE

“The challenge and opportunity are to restore ecological
balance, creating a 3rd Century Mall that sustains public use
and changing climate challenges for the next 100 years. The
3rd Century Mall will be a model to the nation of sustainable
planning and management.” — National Mall Coalition

Potomac River flooding in the 1980s inundated most of East Potomac
Park near the Jefferson Memorial (red arrow.)

June 2006 Flood
Heavy rains in June 2006 flowed from higher arcas of Washington down
1o Constitution Avenue and the Mall, causing devastating flooding of
Smithsonian museums, the National Archives, and Federal buildings
and costing millions of dollars in damage. These kinds of stormwater
or “interior” flooding events — unrelated to Potomac River flooding —
are predicted 1o intensify in coming years. In the face of government
inaction to solve this and other serious environmental the
National Mall Coalition has created the multi-purpose National Mall
Underground project, shown below. 19308
Libary of Comgress, Prints and Fhotographs.

from the lower two stories to allow flood
waters 10 flow into these areas until they
can be pumped out later into the sewer

Courtesy Arthur Cotton Moore FAIA

1as a long history

Wash

of de

ston, I
astating floods. The crucial
first step to ensuring a sustainable

future is a comprehensive, long-
flood plan that addresses

c River as well as interior

“The District of C

experienced more than a 200-year

storm event from Jur 6, 2006

which overwhelmed the s:

system and caused interic

within the Federal Tria

The volume of water fr

exceeded the capacity of the sewer

system which is designed fora 5 to

15 year storm...The Federal Triz

is at the bottom of a topographic

bowl with the land sloping upward

in all directions.”
- Federal Tris e Stormwater

Drainage Study (July 2011)

The National Mall Coalition

a multi-purpose

propose

solution to address a multitude of
ncluding
tion and

pollution, public amenities, and

: the National Mall

Underground

clean ener;

FLOOD WATER




This exhibit, National Mall: Stage For
Democracy, is located across from Baggage
Claim 4, Terminal B, at Ronald Reagan
Washington National Airport. It will be on
view through February 28, 2017.

The exhibit was arranged for display in
concert with the Metropolitan Washington
Airports Authority as part of the Airports
Authority’s Arts Program.

For more information about the National Mall
Coalition visit www.nationalmallcoalition.org

Copyright 2017 National Mall Coalition




