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The	  design	  geometry	  and	  symbolic	  quality	  of	  the	  Mall	  and	  surrounding	  
avenues	  and	  public	  spaces	  is	  the	  legacy	  of	  the	  1791	  L’Enfant	  Plan	  and	  
1902	  McMillan	  Commission	  Plan.	  	  These	  historic	  plans	  envisioned	  
Maryland	  Avenue	  as	  the	  mirror	  image	  of	  Pennsylvania	  Avenue.	  
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EXISTING:	  	  Current	  condiGons	  
emphasize	  Independence	  Avenue	  
instead	  of	  L’Enfant’s	  Maryland	  
Avenue.	  

IMPROVED:	  	  Improvements	  to	  the	  site	  
for	  the	  Eisenhower	  Memorial	  would	  
realize	  L’Enfant’s	  diagonal	  160-‐foot-‐
wide	  Maryland	  Avenue,	  with	  
Independence	  Avenue	  intersecGng	  it	  as	  
ConsGtuGon	  Avenue	  does	  with	  
Pennsylvania	  Avenue	  in	  a	  mirror	  image	  
relaGonship	  north	  of	  the	  Mall.	  
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Can	  the	  site	  accommodate	  
the	  Eisenhower	  Memorial	  
while	  protec@ng	  the	  L’Enfant	  
concept	  of	  Maryland	  
Avenue?	  
	  
	  
This	  is	  one	  sketch	  concept	  of	  
how	  the	  Memorial	  could	  keep	  
open	  Maryland	  Avenue	  while	  
also	  accommodaGng	  a	  
memorial	  that	  includes	  
commemoraGon	  of	  
Eisenhower’s	  role	  as	  General,	  
President,	  and	  originator	  of	  
important	  government	  
agencies,	  using	  specialized	  
paving	  (such	  as	  at	  the	  two	  
NaGonal	  Gallery	  of	  Art	  
buildings),	  and	  an	  
underground	  passageway	  for	  
interpretaGve	  and	  visitor	  
amenity	  elements.	  
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