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The design geometry and symbolic quality of the Mall and surrounding
avenues and public spaces is the legacy of the 1791 L’Enfant Plan and
1902 McMillan Commission Plan. These historic plans envisioned
Maryland Avenue as the mirror image of Pennsylvania Avenue.
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The Washington Post The New Pork Times

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER - —
THURSDAY, APRIL 122012 . What s the Right Way to Honor Ike?

Liking Ike, distiking the memorial

What was most disappointing about The Post
editorlal promoting Frank Gehry's design for the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial [ “The memorial to
Ike,” April 9] was its failure to mention the effectson
the sensitive Maryland Avenue site and on Washing-
ton's urban DNA: the
1791 L'Enfant Plan and
the 1901-02 McMillan
Plan.

Both plans envl-
sioned Maryland Av-
enue as the mirror im-
age of Pennsylvania Av-
enue north of the Mall
and radiating out from A
the Capitol, with equally A WTOPATP/OATTY BMDLS
stunning vistas to and  Dwight D. Elsenhower
from that symbol of
American democracy. The fact that Maryland Av-
enue has never achleved its intended brilliance, and
instead has been cut up, neglected and turned into a
parking lot, Is not a reason to ignore it Nor 1t is &
reason to place a 4-acre, 80-fout-high “roofless
building” across Its axis.

This is not a controversy that can be dismissed
solely as a matter of expertise, taste, family objec-
tions, architectural style or even urban design. It's
about something far more fundamental - some-
thing concerning history, memory, the legacy of
President George Washington in the design of
Washington and the role of modern memorials in
the American story told In the capital,

The Elsenhower memorial and the plans for
Washington deserve more attention and intelligent
discussion than has taken place. With this impor-
tant design project, we have a rare and wonderful
opportunity to create a meaningful memorial and to
implement another long-deferred element of the
L'Enfant Plan, recognized to be one of the great
urban design plans of all time.

Jupy Scort FeeoMan, Rockville
The writer is chair of the National Coatition to Save Our
Maill,

memorial critics, he doesa’t serously
consider a crucial point. This design ig-
nores and indeed eclipses an existing re-
vered work of art: the L"Enfant plan for
the city of Washington.

In the 1781 plan, Maryland Avenue was
envisioned to be the mirror 1mage of
Pennsylvania Avenue north of the Mail
Pennsylvania Avenue was cleaned up
starting only in the 1970s.

It took the visionary Senator Daniel
Patrick Moynihan to cut through the red

ML RO

tape and entrenched interc:'s 10 make
that happen.

The Eisenhower Memorial site on
Maryland Avenue is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to follow that lead and create a
new work of public art that contributes
10 the histonc plan, not turns its back on

.__i_l. JUDY SCOTT FELDAIAN
RO, Na:

Coalition to Save Our Mall

Rockville, Md., March 24, 2012
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EXISTING: Current conditions
emphasize Independence Avenue
instead of L’Enfant’s Maryland

Avenue.
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IMPROVED: Improvements to the site - . ~ \ DR
. . o £ \ 1 ] i
for the Eisenhower Memorial would = ; by / 3
realize L’Enfant’s diagonal 160-foot- - ‘ QL \ 1

ATy

wide Maryland Avenue, with
Independence Avenue intersecting it as
Constitution Avenue does with
Pennsylvania Avenue in a mirror image
relationship north of the Mall.




Can the site accommodate
the Eisenhower Memorial
while protecting the L’Enfant
concept of Maryland
Avenue?

This is one sketch concept of
how the Memorial could keep
open Maryland Avenue while
also accommodating a
memorial that includes
commemoration of
Eisenhower’s role as General,
President, and originator of
important government
agencies, using specialized
paving (such as at the two
National Gallery of Art
buildings), and an
underground passageway for
interpretative and visitor
amenity elements.
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5 Courtesy Arthur Cotton Moore FAIA




