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The Mall is the epitome of our 

Democracy and Constitution. 

There never has been a time 

more appropriate to remind 

ourselves of that.



The National Mall Coalition asks the 

President to leave a legacy – a 

special gift to the American people – 

by creating a Commission charged 

with planning the needed expansion 

of our National Mall. . . 



. . . or assigning that task to the 

U.S. Semiquincentennial 

Commisssion to celebrate our 

250th anniversary in 2026.



Why a Mall Commission?
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The Mall design embodies the American Constitution.
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1902 McMillan Plan
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It is the brilliant legacy of the visionary 

L’Enfant Plan and the expanded McMillan Plan. 



White House

“We the People”

The American people have given the 

Mall its meaning as the Stage for 

American Democracy.



White House

The vision originated with President Washington and Peter Charles L’Enfant 

and was expanded in 1901-2 by top designers, including Daniel Burnham 

and Frederick Law Olmsted Jr.



White House

Commission of 

independent visionary 

architects, engineers,  

landscape architects, civic 

leaders, the public: HOW 

CAN THE HISTORICAL MALL 

CONTINUE TO TELL MORE 

OF THE AMERICAN STORY?

Creating an optimistic plan for the future 

requires comparable big thinkers today.



Why now?



Who’s in charge of the Mall? No one. Each entity plans for its own needs.
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Fourteen committees in Congress 

share oversight on Mall matters.
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DC and federal review further complicates decision-making.



The National Park Service’s 

2010 Mall Plan starts from the 

premise that the Mall is 

complete:

“Congress declared [the 

National Mall] to be ‘a 

substantially completed 

work of civic art’ in 2003”
NPS National Mall Plan (2010)



Future Approved Memorials:

❖ Global War on Terror Memorial

❖ Fallen Journalists Memorial

❖ National Medal of Honor Memorial

❖ Women’s Suffrage 

But Congress continues to approve new projects for the Mall.

Approved Museums:

❖ Women’s History

❖ American Latino



2011

June 2006

Flooding that threatens our national 

treasures remains unresolved.



After years of study, results are “inconclusive.”



National Capital Planning Commission Plans?



Legacy Plan

NCPC 1997 Extending the 

Legacy Plan

NCPC’s 2001 Memorials & 

Museums Master Plan
NCPC’s 2013 SW Ecodistrict  

Plan

NCPC has proposed useful plans to make other areas more “Mall-like” . . .

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncpc.gov%2Fplans%2Flegacy%2F&psig=AOvVaw1aPvOrKPSWLEyOBf3xWQjE&ust=1727731825524000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBQQjRxqFwoTCMCut-OM6YgDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


Legacy Plan

Pa Ave Initiative Kennedy Center-Foggy Bottom Study

NCPC 1997 Extending the 

Legacy Plan

NCPC’s 2001 Memorials & 

Museums Master Plan
NCPC’s 2013 SW Ecodistrict  

Plan

. . . including the recent Pennsylvania Avenue and Kennedy Center initiatives.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncpc.gov%2Fplans%2Flegacy%2F&psig=AOvVaw1aPvOrKPSWLEyOBf3xWQjE&ust=1727731825524000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBQQjRxqFwoTCMCut-OM6YgDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


Legacy Plan

Future plans are proposed for everywhere but the Mall.

There’s no unifying vision to knit separate plans into a cohesive whole.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncpc.gov%2Fplans%2Flegacy%2F&psig=AOvVaw1aPvOrKPSWLEyOBf3xWQjE&ust=1727731825524000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBQQjRxqFwoTCMCut-OM6YgDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


What is the National Mall Coalition? 



Reston Founder Robert E. Simon Dies at 101 | 
Reston NowSince our founding in 2000 by 

Washington-area architects, planners, 

historians, and other citizens eager to 

advocate visionary planning for our 

National Mall for the 21st century, . . .  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.restonnow.com%2F2015%2F09%2F21%2Freston-founder-robert-e-simon-dies-at-101%2F&psig=AOvVaw1F_o7x565UH143KR7eyRUY&ust=1727794346116000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBQQjRxqFwoTCJi61fX16ogDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


. . . the  non-profit National Mall Coalition has created public exhibitions 

on Mall history; invited the public to propose ideas for a livelier 

Washington Monument landscape; collaborated with schools –



–  and distributed to over a million Mall 

visitors our free National Mall map that shows 

all the monuments and museums and tells 

the story of the Mall’s origins and evolution 

into the Stage For Our Democracy. 



“3rd Century Mall”

“1st Century Mall”

“2nd Century Mall”

To give the Mall space to grow with our evolving Democracy, the 

Coalition has proposed expanding the Mall boundaries onto 

contiguous public lands, in a thoughtful way that . . .  



“1st Century Mall”

“2nd Century Mall”

. . . advances the brilliant legacy of the historical plans and . . .  

1902 McMillan Plan

1791 L’Enfant Plan

“3rd Century Mall”



“3rd Century Mall”

. . . offers new venues for public monuments, museums, and events 

to create an even livelier civic stage.  



NOAA

NPS

DC 

Water

FEMA
GSA

U Md

Texas A&M

In the face of flooding, a well understood existential threat to the Mall but 

with no solutions forthcoming from government, we have proposed. . . 



. . . a “National Mall Underground” multi-

purpose facility with much-needed public 

amenities:

• Flood reservoir

• Geothermal clean energy

• Mall welcome center

• Bus parking.



The US Army Corps of Engineers’ 2018 report found 

that “Flood risk . . . could be reduced significantly . . . 

by implementation of the Underground.”

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

    Prepared for:     

 Prepared by:   

FINAL SEPTEMBER 2018 

*Sectional view represents an early stage concept from 2014. The revised 2017 concept reviewed by USACE has two stories: the upper story for 

cars would not be flooded; the lower bus level would be used for stormwater storage.  

*

National Mall Coalition 

Official Address: 

Joseph D. West, Registered Agent 

c/o Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP  

1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20046  

Mailing Address:  

P.O Box 4709  

Rockville, MD 20849 

NATIONAL MALL UNDERGROUND 

USACE TECHNICAL REVIEW 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore 

District 

2 Hopkins Plaza  

Baltimore, MD 21201 



We have proposed improving the Mall’s role in civics education. The long 

promenade could be enlivened as a kind of Statuary Hall on the Mall . . . 



. . . populated with significant figures from American history.



It’s time to take the long view . . . 



White House

Presidential 3rd Century 

Mall Commission of 

independent visionary 

architects, engineers,  

landscape architects, 

civic leaders, the public.

It took leadership and vision to launch the 1st 

and 2nd Century Mall.  The 3rd Century Mall plan 

is past due. The President can make it happen.



White House

What will a Commission entail?

• 7 – 11 Commission members

• $2 million budget

• 18 months duration

• Report (or progress report) 

announced on July 4th, 2026

Presidential 3rd Century 

Mall Commission of 

independent visionary 

architects, engineers,  

landscape architects, 

civic leaders, the public



Already in 2005, government representatives said they would work 

together on a new vision for the Mall during testimony before the Senate 

Energy Committee chaired by Sen. Craig Thomas (R-WY).

John Cogbill III

National Capital Planning Commission 

Kent Cooper FAIA

National Mall Coalition

John Parsons 

National Park Service

David Childs 

Commission of Fine Arts



But the resulting NPS 2010 plan is a maintenance plan for a 

“completed” Mall, not an optimistic vision for the future.

John Parsons NPS



The Washington Post has been our  big-ideas champion all along.



Washington Post architecture critic Benjamin Forgey in 2009 criticized the latest DC 

OP and NCPC and NPS plans for the city and Mall that “lack the courage and boldness 

needed for an enlightened 21st century” and said of the Coalition’s call for a commission “I 

bet the response would be terrific. I bet a great majority of Americans would say, yes, we 

want only the very best for our capital.” 
(http://www.bizjournals.com/washington/stories/2009/08/17/tidbits6.html?page=all)

The Washington Post editorialized in 2008: “The last comprehensive look at the Mall 

was in 1902 by the McMillan Commission. So there is much merit to the National Coalition to 

Save Our Mall’s proposal that Congress charter a commission to devise – and then implement 

– a vision for the coming decades.” (http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

dyn/content/article/2008/05/24/AR2008052401612.html)

The Post’s “Shaping the City” columnist Roger Lewis in 2008 praised the Coalition’s 

idea that “would bring forth a new, visionary plan.” (https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

dyn/content/article/2008/12/05/AR2008120501626.html)

Senior editor Andrew Ferguson of the conservative Weekly Standard stated in 2006: 
“It’s a long and honorable line of visionaries Feldman and her friends invite us to join, 

stretching back through Moore to Downing, and beyond him to the great L’Enfant himself, 

who had the imagination and pluck to look out on a mess and dare to see a mall.”  
(http://www.weeklystandard.com/Content/Public/Articles/000/000/005/933yvhhs.asp?nopager=1)

Other thoughtful critics have expressed enthusiasm for a Commission.

http://www.bizjournals.com/washington/stories/2009/08/17/tidbits6.html?page=all
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/24/AR2008052401612.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/24/AR2008052401612.html
http://www.weeklystandard.com/Content/Public/Articles/000/000/005/933yvhhs.asp?nopager=1


American Acropolis

The Mall is our American Acropolis, symbol of American Democracy –– 

of who we are as a country and people, and who we aspire to be.

Athenian Acropolis



“Completed”?

History never ends.



Instead, a unifying vision for the Mall 

in its (and our) 3rd century. . .

Legacy Plan

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncpc.gov%2Fplans%2Flegacy%2F&psig=AOvVaw1aPvOrKPSWLEyOBf3xWQjE&ust=1727731825524000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBQQjRxqFwoTCMCut-OM6YgDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
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. . . that advances the visionary legacy . . .  

White House



White House

. . . and keeps the American people at the 

center of this Stage for American Democracy.



America  is going through a 

traumatic moment in our 

history.  The Mall’s ability to 

educate the public has been 

overlooked.

The Mall can be our greatest 

civics teacher to the millions 

of people who visit the Mall 

each year, especially 

students from across the 

country visiting Washington.



Imagine the Future of American Democracy 

with the 3rd Century Mall



National Mall Coalition

www.nationalmallcoalition.org 

Contact:

Judy Scott Feldman, PhD

Chair, National Mall Coalition 

jfeldman@nationalmallcoalition.org

301-335-8490
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